
PAP English II  
Summer Reading 2019 

 
The Holy Bible is the most alluded to text in the English language. Successful literary students need 
exposure to biblical narratives in order to gain deeper analytical skills, which sets them up for success in 
future academic courses and on AP exams. Assigning biblical texts for summer reading allows parents 
and guardians to steer the discourse surrounding these texts, if they so choose.  
 
Summer Reading Texts 

1. The Holy Bible (KJV) – specific passages on Page 3 
2. Fahrenheit 451, by Ray Bradbury 
 

Due date-First week of school 
 
Note-In addition to the tasks below, reading comprehension will be assessed for both texts once school 
resumes. 
 
We will:  

make connections to ideas in other texts and society through allusions 

interact with sources in meaningful ways such as note taking, annotating, freewriting, or 
illustrating 

analyze how historical and cultural settings influence characterization, plot, and theme 
across literary texts. 

 
Fahrenheit 451  
Ray Bradbury wrote this novel about burning books, in many ways, as a tribute to all who have ever 
written.  Why would Bradbury choose these writers to preserve in his book?  Your task is to choose 3 and 
research why Bradbury alluded to them. 
 
For Fahrenheit 451, I will 

choose three allusions from the Fahrenheit allusion chart on Page 2. 

quote the original passage from Fahrenheit 451 containing the allusion and page citation. 

research the allusion. Explain or summarize the information. Include any contextual information 
necessary to understanding the allusion. 

use MLA format to cite your research. 

explain the effect of the allusion on the passage/novel and the insight the reader gains in understanding 
the original context of the allusion. Consider Bradbury’s purpose in choosing the allusion. Is it effective? 

annotate/make notes thoroughly, to be used in a performance task (presentation or written assignment) 
when I return to school. (We suggest using a Google Doc.) 
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Allusion Chart for Fahrenheit 451 
Choose three. 

Benjamin Franklin Sir Philip Sidney Thomas Jefferson Jonathan Swift’s 
Gulliver’s Travels 

Dante Alexander Pope Lord Byron Albert Schweitzer 

Jonathan Swift Icarus Thomas Paine Walt Whitman 

Marcus Aurelius The Phoenix Machiavelli Bernard Shaw 

Hercules Cassius Henry David Thoreau 
(Walden) 

Lincoln 

Antaeus Keystone Cops Bertrand Russell Nicholas Ridley 

Milton Plato’s Cave William Faulkner  

Sophocles Charles Darwin Millay  

Aeschylus Schopenhauer Aristophanes  

Vesuvius Albert Einstein Conan Doyle’s 
Baskerville Beast 

 

Cheshire Cat Mahatma Gandhi Confucius  

“Dover Beach” Thomas Love Peacock Buddha  

 
 
For The Holy Bible, I will 

research one example of a biblical allusion being used in modern times; such as, a novel excerpt, movie 
clip, comic strip, news article, etc.. 

cite the source using MLA format. 

explain the significance of the allusion in this context; e.g., in the novel, movie, comic, or news article. 

annotate/make notes thoroughly, to be used in a performance task (presentation or written assignment) 
when I return to school. (We suggest using a Google Doc.) 
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Assigned Selections from The Holy Bible 
Note-The King James Version (KJV) is recommended, as we will read additional texts from the same time period. 
 

Old Testament  Chapters to Read 

Genesis 

1-4 Creation, Fall, Eden, Cain and Abel;  6-9  Flood, Noah, Ark, Rainbow;  
11 Babel (Look for this allusion in Fahrenheit 451); 
14 Lot’s Wife; 12-22 Abraham, Covenant, Isaac;  
25-33 Jacob, Dream of Ladder, Wrestler; 37-50 Joseph, Coat, Egypt 

Exodus 1-20 Moses, Passover, Exodus, Red Sea, Manna, 10 Commandments; 32 Golden Calf 

Numbers 13-14 Forty Years in the Wilderness 

Joshua 6 Jericho, Trumpet 

Judges 13-15 Samson and Delilah 

Ruth 1-3 “Whither thou goest. . . “ 

1 Samuel 17 David and Goliath 

2 Samuel 11-12 David and Bathsheba 

1 Kings 2 Wisdom of Solomon; 10-11 Greatness; 16:29-18:46 Elijah and Ahab 

2 Kings 18-19 Isaiah, Sennacherib 

Job 1-3 Suffering, Patience; 38-42 God’s Response 

Psalms 1, 22, 23, 51, 100 

Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 (Look for this allusion in Fahrenheit 451.) 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 Valley of Dry Bones 

Daniel 1-3 Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream, Feat of Clay, Fiery Furnace; 5 Writing on the Wall, 6 Lion’s 
Den 

Jonah All 

 
New Testament Chapters to Read 

Matthew 
1-8 Christmas Story Wise Men, Temptation, Disciples, Sermon on Mount, Miracles; 
13-14 Parable of Sower, Feeding of 5000, Walking on Water 
26-28 Betrayal, Crucifixion, Resurrection 

Luke 2 Christmas Story; 10:25-37 Good Samaritan; 15 Lost Sheep, Coin, and Prodigal Son; 21:1-4 
Widow’s Mite 

Acts  1-3 

1 Corinthians 13 Love chapter, “epistle” 
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Tips for Effective Annotation 
 

1. Yellow Highlighter -A yellow highlighter allows you to mark exactly what you are interested in. 
Equally important, the yellow line emphasizes without interfering. Highlighters in blue and pink and 
fluorescent colors are distracting. At first, you will probably highlight too little or too much; with 
experience, you will choose more effectively which material to highlight. 
 
2. Pencil or Pen-You need to interact with the text while you’re reading. Studies have proven that 
marking up a text while reading accounts for a higher level of understanding and recall of a piece. 
 
3. Your Text-Inside the front cover of your book, keep an orderly, legible list of "key information" 
with page references. Key information in a novel might include themes; passages that relate to the 
book's title; characters' names; salient quotes; important scenes, passages, and chapters; and maybe 
key definitions or vocabulary. Remember that key information will vary according to genre and the 
reader's purpose, so make your own good plan.  You can also use the blank space on pages that begin 
new chapters. 
 
More Thoughts on Close Reading  
What should you annotate? Again, the possibilities are limitless. Your annotations must include 
comments. Remember that the purpose is to indicate evidence of thinking. 
 

o Have a conversation with the text. Talk back to it. 
o Ask questions (essential to active reading). 
o Comment on actions or development of a character. Does the character change? Why? How? Results? 
o Comment on lines / quotations you think are especially significant, powerful, or meaningful. 
o Express agreement or disagreement. 
o Summarize key events. Make predictions.  
o Note if you experience any epiphanies. 
o Note anything you would like to discuss in class or do not understand. 
o Note the author’s use of language or how s/he crafts a sentence or paragraph.  

✔ effects of word choice (diction) or 
sentence structure or type (syntax) 

✔ point of view / effect 
✔ repetition of words, phrases, 

actions, events, patterns 
✔ narrative pace / time / order of 

sequence of events 
✔ irony 
✔ contrasts / contradictions / 

juxtapositions / shifts 
✔ allusions, particularly Biblical 

Allusions 
✔ any other figure of speech or 

literary device 
✔ reliability of the narrator 
✔ motifs or cluster ideas (in specific, 

images of fire) 

✔ tone / mood 
✔ imagery 
✔ themes; for example, limitations on 

freedom 
✔ setting / historical period 
✔ symbolism 
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